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 Desktop 

 Laptop 

 Netbook 

 Tablet 





 Intel/AMD 

 Different form factors 

 Speed measured in gigahertz (GHz) 

 Can have multiple “cores” 

 Dual-core, Quad-core 



 The terms 32-bit and 64-bit refer to the way a 
computer's processor (also called a CPU), 
handles information. The 64-bit version of 
Windows handles large amounts of random 
access memory (RAM) more effectively than a 
32-bit system.  



http://i.testfreaks.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/CSM450_sideview_cable.png


 Directs heat away 
from the CPU 



 Measured in Gigabytes  
(amount of storage) 

 Different types 

 Different form factors 

 Laptop vs. desktop 

 Check with your  
computer’s manual for  
the right type! 

 



 Hard Drive 

 Internal vs. External 

 Solid-state Drive 

 Flash Drive 

 Optical Media 

 CD-ROM 

 DVD-ROM 

 Blu-ray 



 May be built into the 
motherboard 

 Can add more powerful 
dedicated card which has 
it’s own dedicated video 
RAM 

 



 

 

 

 

Firewire  

Ethernet 

USB 



 

 

 

VGA 

DVI 
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USB Ports 

USB Cables  
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 Windows 

 MacOS 

 Linux 

 Ubuntu 

 RedHat 

 Fedora 

 

 





 What tasks do you need to accomplish with the 
computer? 

 In what sort of situation will it be used? 

 What is your budget? 

 Do you have special requirements? 

 No, there isn’t a “best” time to buy. 
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This presentation  is a revision of a presentation originally by 
Michael Sauers.  Thank you, Michael, for your help! 


